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Shell Woods Threatened by Development 


by, Jean StoUard 

Shell Woods, well known to Club 
members who have spent many years 
exploring its woodlots and meadows, has 
been sold. 

This property was once part of land 
purchased from ^e Mississauga Indians 
in 1805, In the late 19th century, it was 
surveyed and sold to wealthy landowners 
for summer homes. In the 1950’s, the 
Shell Oil Company bought approximately 
600 acres of this land and built a refinery 
and research and development facility on 
the site. By 1982, the refinery was closed 
and a few years after that the R & D 
section was also closed and dismantled. 

The area has remained undisturbed 
since then but Shell, having no use for the 
property, decided to sell it. Dance 
Environmental Inc. completed an 
environmaital impact assessment for the 
company in December, 1995. It was not 
until December, 1999 that part of the 
property was actually sold to Metros 
Developments Inc. whose plan is to build 
a 2000-unit, mixed housing development 
on the 338 acres they have acquired. 

The property extends from Rebecca 
St. in the north to Lake Ontario in the 


soutli to Burloak Drive in the east fw o 
hundred and eighty-five acres on the noith 
side of Rebecca Street, next to the Petro 
Canada refinery, still belongs to Shell and 
remains zoned for industrial use. 
Construction of the housing development 
is slated to begin later this year or earl\' in 
2001 and lake several years to complete. 

Also known as the Bronte-Burloak 
Woods, Shell Woods is one of the last 
natural areas in the southern part of 
Oakville and, because it is situated on the 
Oakville-Burlington boundarv', is one of 
the few natural areas close to Burlington. 

It is the home of White-tailed Deer 
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and four species of owl and offers a stop¬ 
over for migrating birds crossing Lake 
Ontario. Sheldon Creek supports 
Blacknose Dace, Creek Chub and 
Common White Sucker, 

There are several regionally rare 
plants found on the property, including 
Interrupted Fern, Rattlesnake Grass, 
Sedge, Black Willow, Hawthorn, 
Cooper’s Milk-vetch, Cow-parsnip, Flat- 
topped White Aster and Late Goldenrod 
to name but a few. 

Two species of plants present on the 
site are considered rare in Canada These 
are the Amencan Sweet Chestnut and 
Burning Bush. As of 1995, there were 5 
healthy Chestnut trees in the Shell Woods. 
The Burning Bush is an erect, spreading 
shrub which can reach the height of 4.5 - 
6 m. It is native in Ontario only in the 
Deciduous Forest Region and only one 
specimen was observed at this site in 
1989. 

It is interesting to note that Oakville 
has no by-law to protect trees on private 
property, even if the tree is a rare or 
endangered species. This means that if 
Metrus wants to cut down the Burning 
Bush or the Chestnut trees, there is nothing 
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(o slop llieiii from doing so 

Ten species of mammals were 
pi esenl on the site in 1 *195, including tlie 
Ciistein C'ollontail. Coyole. Red Fo\. 
Muskrat. Meadow Jumping Mouse and 
F astern Clapmiaik. 

.As Ibr reptiles and amphibians, seven 
species w'ere observed including the Red- 
backed Salamander (Normal Phase). 
Spring Peeper, Gray Tree Frog, Leopard 
Frog. Wood Frog, American Toad luid 
Gailer Snake. 

Seventeen species of bullerilv 
inhabited the meadow and shrubb>' part 
of the property. Some of these included 
tlie Cross line Skipper, Black Swallov\1ail. 
Eastern Tailed Blue, Spring Azure, 
Inornate Kinglet and The Grayling. 

'Fhis property', while relatively small, 
encompasses meadowland, woodland, 
shrub and wetland areas all integrated in 
a natural way. This will change drastically 
once the housing development is present. 

Wildlife habitat will be reduced and 
witliit the number of birds and mammals 
Plant species will be reduced and in some 
cases eliminated altogether as the slirub 
and meadowlands are destroyed With 
the destruction of the meadowlands will 
come the displacement of meadow nesting 
birds and many of the butterfly species as 
well as the overall number of butterflies 
w'ill decline or be eliminated. 

As well as destmction of habitat in 
the builduig of this development, the 
change to residential use will bring with it 
the introduction of pesticides, cats and 
dogs, and children placing in the wooded 
areas. All of these willincrease the stress 
on the species of plants, animals, 
amphibians and birds that remain While 
it is true that back yard feeders and the 


landscaping ol'iheyards w ill attract birds, 
they will be those which lun e adapted to 
urban areas and what tins means in tlie 
long run is decieased biodnersity And 
what olThe species of plants that will be 
lost' fhe\ w ill ne\ er be replaced since 
w ildllowers are not commonlv pk'uited in 
domestic gardens. 


_ W./) diMlO 

We can oiiK hope to uilluence the 
de^ eloper to retain as much of the natui al 
habitat as possible and piesen e tlie raie 
species of pliuits and trees fhe loss ol 
natural habitat in Burlington and Oak\ illc 
IS, accelerating and it is impeialne that 
we make e\en elTorl to pieserx e wbai 
little lenuuns^ 


Bird Hotline Compiler/Aiinouncer Needed 


.Atteiilioii Birders! llere s \oui 
chance to help out with one of tlie 1 INC' s 
mo.sl public actiN dies 

Virlualls e\er> week since 
No\ember 1989 bird siglilings from the 
Hamilton Area and adjacent regions ha\ e 
been compiled and tlien recorded in a 
taped voice message to become the 
Hamilton Birding Hotline On miuw 
occasions the line has been updated 
because a rare or important bu d has been 
seen in tlie area. Over time the audience 
has built up to the point w'here sev eral 
hundred limes a week the tape machine 
kicks in and plays the current message. 

Mike Street, who developed and has 
looked after the Hotline for the Club 
since the beginning, recently adv ised the 
HNC Board that he wishes to step down 
in the near future, so a replacement is 
needed 

You don’t need to be an expert birder 
to look after the Hotline. Mike says that 
he was pretty green when he started, and 
has been helped all along b>' the many 
expert birders in the HNC. What you do 
need is 2-4 hours a week to gather and 
compile the information, prepare the 
regular update, and then read it into the 
message machine. TTie 2-4 hours should 
also lake care of the times when the 
regular update needs to be revised 
because of a hot sighting. 


Because moie than 90"» of the 
sightings now arm e eleclronicalty. the 
Hotline ((vmpiler/ Announcer must hav e 
a computer and be on email. After he 
does the writing. Mike liven reads the 
message straight from live computer 
scieen into the tape machine. He also 
posts updates to ONTBIRDS, 
BIRDCNTR and to the HNC’s website. 

Mike says that the knowledge gained 
in looking after the HNC’s Hamilton 
Birduig Hotline more than makes up for 
tlie time and effort involved. If you are - 
or even just might be - interested in looking 
after an important part of the HNC’s 
contact with the public, please call Mike 
al 648-3737 for further information. ^ 

Spring at Marcy’s 
Woods, Point Abino 
Sunday, April 30 

The Bert Miller Field Naturalists 
(Fort Erie) will be our hosts. See for 
yourself this last remaining remnant of 
w ooded sand dunes literally cov ered 
with spring flowers. Hear why such a 
place deserves to remain natural. Bring 
your lunch, camera, and binoculars too. 
Meet at 9:00 am in Battlefield Square 
parking lot at Queenston Road just east 
of Hwy 20. Contact Pierre Arnold 
648-2519. 
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Atlas of the Bteeding Birds of Ontario II: The Sequel 


hy Boh ('liny 

Many ol'you will already know lhal 
we aie about to embark on the second 
breeding bird alias. Tlie first atlas ln^ olved 
field w ork during the years 1 1 -1 dikS 

inclusive. It w'as llie most ambitious natural 
bislorj' project ever in the province 
invoh'ing hundreds or\'olunleer naturalisLs 
who put in IXOdiOO hours oflieldwork. 
The result w'as a fine book, which 
produced accurate and up-to-date maps 
for ever)' species of bird know'n to hav e 
bred in the province during those years It 
also included a species-hy-species 
account/analysis written, again, by 
volunteers. 

As in other jurisdictions such as 
Britain and Ireland, the prevailing opiiuon 
is dial these atlases should be repealed at 
intervals of 20 years in order for the 
infomialion to be current. Applications of 
the atlases include guiding hmd use 
planning and wild life consen'atiori eflbrts. 
In addition, trends in breeding distnbution 
and abundance may be detected by 
repealed surveys over lime Some of the 
major sponsors of the project will be Bird 
Studies Canada, the Ontario Minisln' of 
Natural Resources, and the Federation 
of Ontario Naturalists. 

In southern Ontario, data were 
gatliered for 10 x 10 km squares, fo co¬ 
ordinate the fieldwork and recording of 
data the province was divided into atlas 
regions. Region 11, Niagara, extended 
from about Weslov'er in the northw'esl. 
south to Lake Erie at Nanticoke and east 
from this line to the Niagara River. It is 
not absolutely certain tliat the atlas reguviis 
will have precisely the same outside 
boundaries but it is likely that Region 11 


w ill look \ ei\ similar this time around. 
This luea contained about 5S ten km 
squares. These squares were ■manned ' 
primarily by birders from the Hamilton. 
St Cathai'ines and Niagara Falls nature 
clubs. While the joke goes that in the UK 
atlas squares are tenaciously possessed 
to the point of being a biilhright. a quick 
perusal of the square data caids reveals 
that in our region about half the atlassers 
have moved or in oilier ways their 
circumstances hav e changed So there 
will be plenty of opportunities for all 
birders w ho wish to pariicipale this time 

There will be some significant 
dilTerences from tlie first atlas. All of 
these have not been worked out and 1 am 
not intimately familial'with tliem but 1 can 
give you a flavour of the changes There 
w ill be a much greater attempt to census 
numbers of birds this time as the 
abundance estimates of .Atlas I were felt 
to be too crude to be useful 

Within each square, smaller units, 
perhaps one or two km square w ill be 
selected either at random or bv the 
atlassers Within these and for a timed 
period of an hour (perhaps two), all 
individual birds heard and seen will be 
recorded. 

This time, tliosevvithcomputeis and 
Internet acce.ss will be able to upload 
their bird data directly and gei feedback 
on their progress. Others will likelv till out 
scaniiable data sheets rather than the 
heavy stock field cards of last time 

Above all else tins project is a great 
deal of fun It gels birders into the field 
especially in the ‘summer doldiums 
time from late May until mid-.lulv It gets 


y ou to check that vv oodlot v ou’ v e alvv ay s 
said looked so good but inv anably drov e 
by on (he way to a known spot It i.^ 
surpnsingjusl how m;iny species breed in 
■ your' square 

y oil may w i.sh to do more thmi one 
square in Region 11 and you mav vv ish to 
do squares ui ;uid >u oimd y our cottage oi 
tliat of friends and relativ es. And it is 
satisfymg to know vou are an integral 
pai t ofa massiv e pioject to document the 
status of the birds ol Ontario 

During the summer of 2000 
professional fieldvv orkers and volunteers 
will be te.sling out the methodologies in 
order that our fieldwork can begin in 
2001. This will put us ahead of the last 
atlas, which did not hav e the pre-planning 
this one w ill have. 

For this atlas, 1 believe we need to 
stnke a small committee. Its role will be 
to work with the provincial directors and 
coordinators to ensure that all squares 
are cov ered and tliat the data are properly' 
and accurately recorded and submitted. 
A group of three or four is likely' all that is 
needed at the start. 

1 would suggest two from the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club, one from St. 
Catharines and one from Niagara Falls. 
One person vv ould likeK' be the Regional 
Coordinator and contact person with the 
atlas management. We should meet in 
the Fall of2000 

Anyone interested in finduig out more 
is asked to contact me at 905-637-2022, 
3115 New Street. Burlington, ON L7N 
3T6. <slessorg rrhaltonbe.on.ca>^ 
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Results of the Hamilton Area Christmas Bird Count 1999 


liy Mark Jenniny.s 

I laniilloii, Ontajio: 43 If) N. 7452‘W 
us described I‘>72, center at junction ol 
York and Dundurn Sts. Dec 26; 400 
A.M -5:15 P M Temir 22P'(-5C)to32F 
(OC'). Wind: SW 30-50 in|)li (4«-«() km/ 
hr) Snow cover; .5". still water I'lo/en- 
inoMiig w ater partly I'rozen. A M, cloudv 
I’ M cloiid>' (,)bsei vers: 40 in field in 20 
jiiulies (non-ow ling), plus 4 at feeders (4 
liours), f) 25 hours luid 4‘) miles ow ling 
Total pally hours I3‘7; party miles 5(l2 5: 
101.5 hours and 8‘7.5 miles on foot. 37 5 
hours and 413 miles by car 

Species; Double-crested Cormorant 
7: Great Blue Heron 1; Tundra Sw im ‘> 
Wlioopei Sw'an l;TnimpeterSvvan 13. 
Mute Sw'an 6‘7; Canada Goose 4‘751, 
Wood Duck 2; Green-winged Teal 24; 
.'Xmenciui Black Duck 417, Mallard 
4274. Northern Pintail 39; Northern 
Sho\ eler 134; Gadw'all 1 2 % Canvasback 
121 Redhead 72. Ring-necked Duck 110; 
Greater Scaup 17556; Lesser Scaup 
3287. scaup species 5000; Common 
Eider CW; Oldsquaw 12855; Black 
Scoter 10; Surf Scoter 48; White-winged 
Scoter 6, Common Goldeneye 3133; 
Bufllehead 925; Hooded Merganser 37. 
Common Merganser 1120; Red-breasted 
Merganser 80; Ruddy Duck 137; Bald 
Eagle CW; Northern Harrier 2; Sharji- 
shinned Hawk 4; Cooper’s Hawk 5; 
Norihem Goshawk 1; Red-tailed Hawk 
f)l: Ameiican Kestrel Merlin CW; 
Peregi'iiie Falcon 2 (JD. DG, BS; KM. 
R W): American Coot 31; Ring-billed Gull 
2f)42. Herring Gull 2014, Iceland Gull 2. 
Glaucous Gull 8; Great Black-backed Gull 
130, Rock Dove 1113; Mourning Do\'e 
404. Eastern Screech Owl 5; Great 
Horned Ow'l 2; Snow')' Owl CW, Long- 


eaierl Owl I. Belted Kingfisher I, Red- 
bellied Woodpecker I. Dow ny 
Woodpecker 811 laiiy Woodpecker 26, 
Northern f licker if) Pileated Woodpecker 
I I lomed I ark 4; Blue .lav ‘>7. .American 
Crow 1240; Black-capped Chickadee 
I 11 I lulled rilmouse3 Red-breasted 
Nulhalch 13. While-breasted Nuthatch 
121: Brow n Creeper 5, Cairilina Wren 1; 
WIntel Wren 3 Golden-crowned Kinglet 
10 Eastern Bluebinl 23; .American Robin 
13*1; Gray Catbird I Northern 
Mockingbird 11: Cedar Waxwing 247. 
Northern Shrike 3 Eiiropeiui Starling 
18180. Cardinal 473. American free 
Sparrow 387; Fox Sparrow 2 
(KH.KM.RW), Song Sparrow l‘>. 
Swamp Sparrow 3; White-throated 
Sparrow' 43. Dark-eyed Junco(Oiegon) 
I; Dark-e>’ed (Slate-colored) Junco (>23 
Snow Bunting 65; Red-w inged Blackbird 
11, Rusty Blackbird 3; Common Grackle 
CW; Brow'n-headed Cow bird 4; House 
Finch 537; Common Redpoll 11; Pine 
Siskin 17. American Goldfinch 160; House 
Sparrow 1503 

Totals: Species 86: Individuals 
86,311 CW: Count week. Bold species 
require documentation, Bold numbers 
new'count highs 

Observers: Hazel Broker, Jerrs 
Chappie, Barb Charlton, Michael Clark. 
JimCrany Bill Crins, Tom Crooks, Kar en 
DierolT, Keitli Dierofif, Robert Dinniw ell. 
Ted Dinnivvell, Rob Dobos, Jim Dow all 
I.ois Evans. Hilary Galant. Den\s 
Gardiner. John Hannah. Ke\ in 1 huinah. 
Bob Henry. Mark Jennings (compiler) 
Ursula Kolsler. Dennis Lewington. Rick 
Ludkm. Wolfgang Lull, Sue McCullough. 
Kevin McLaiiglilin, Gerard McNaugliion 


MargMcRolx-’its. Greg Meek, Jolm Miles 
George Navloi Minnie(Jdenkircheii. John 
Olmsted. Allied Senior. Bill Smith. Rick 
Snvdei Bub Stamp. Mike Street. Rulli 
Sumrneix Robeit WaJdliiiber, Pam Walls 
Dave Wood, Aliui Wornungton Biiiui 
Wvlie (I larnilion Naturalists' Club)^ 


Environmentalist 
Award Winners 

hyJohn Sinigei 

The 1000 recipients of the 
En\ ironmenlalist ol the Year Aw ai ds 
have been announced. The Dr 
Cecilioni Award winner is the Stud) 
and Action Group on the Environment 
of the Westdale United Church. 

A Lifetime Achievement Award 
will also be presented to Geraldine 
Copps and there will be Youtli Awards 
presented by the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authoritv' 

The aw ards wall be handed out at 
the annual aw'ards dinner on June 7, 
2000 at the Hillcrest Restaurant. 
1 ickets for the awards dinner areS25 
and are available from John Stmger at 
547-5116 The HNC usually has a 
couple of tables set aside for members 
to participate in and enjoy the 
festivities. 

A number of Club members are 
past winners including Raj' Lowes, 
Baice Duncan, William Randall. Ken 
Hall, Rob Dobos , Don Mclean. the 
Junior Naturalists' Club, the 
Conservation Committee and last 
yeai's Dr Cecilioni Award winner. 
LvndaLukasik. 
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Wednesday Evening Walks - A Whole Summer of Pleasure 


hy Heather Wilson 
All w'aJks start at 6:30 pm, except lor 
the last two in August which are 6 pm 

May 3, Flowers and Frogs in (he 
Red Hill Valley 

See what spring brings to tiie Valley, 
L.ook at the llowers and sing like, oh I 
mean listen to the frogs , Meet at Eli/abetli 
Bagshaw School. 350 Albright Road, 
Hamilton Leader: Frank Morlej' 575 06()S 

May 10, Dundas Marsh 

Excellent habitat for birds, herps and 
flowers. Meet between Hamilton and 
Dundas on Cootes Drive where it crosses 
Spencer Creek Park on the south side 
(Hamilton-bound) sideofthe road. Ijsader: 
Michael Clark 627-5176. 

May 17, Spiing Migrants in the 
Dundas Valley 

Meet at Woodend (the HRCA offices) 
on Mineral Springs Road, Ancaster; just 
a little further west of tlie Hermitage 
parking area. Just missed the warblers - 
who is leff??? Leader; Brian McHaltie - 
call 528-2725 for info. 

May 24, Spiing Creek 
Wildflowers II 

Dean retraces the April 26lh w'aJk, but 
the scenery will be different - see the 
changing flowers of the spring and who 
w as hiding when you last w'ent by. Meet 
at the Lion's Club Pool on Jerseyville 
Road about 2km west of Fiddler’s Green 
Road, Ancaster. Leader: Dean Gugler 
(.27-9779 

May 31, New Rail Trail 

The Hamilton Region Conservation 
Autliority has developed a trail along the 
abandoned CNR line between Hamilton 
and Caledonia. See how it has changed 


in Its short lile. Meet where the trail 
crosses Dickenson Road, approx 1km 
we.st ofNebo Road m Glanbrook Leader: 
Scott Peck 648-4427 k 132 (9-5pm) 

(alternate hike is Hew itts if the da> is hot) 

June 7, Nesting Birds in the 
llendiie Valley 

Dan IS a birder extraordinaire I heai’ 
Last year some line specimens were 
spotted, well they realh aren i spotted 
but viewed Meet at Cherry Hill Gate. 
Rose Garden parking area, on Phuns Road 
West opposite the RBG Headquarters 
l,eader Dan Welsh 639-3227 

June 14, Christie Conservation 
Wilderness Area 

Prepare for a short (3-4km) hike to \ isit a 
wide variety of habitats. Creek, meadow, 
marsh and upland forest habitats, (if w e 
have a very wet spring, bring your 
waders). Meet in the HRCA parking 
area on the west side of MiddletowTi 
Road, Flamborough, just north of Spencer 
Creek. Parking area is approx half w ay 
between Hwy 5 and 8 Leader. Terry 
Stort7.777-8151 

Monday Walks on 
Wildflowets 

Dean Gugler also runs Monday 
night Wildflower walks every Monday 
evening at 6:30 pm starting from a 
place that was designated the week 
before. 

Call Dean at 627-97 79 to confirm 
the time and place and prepare to see 
the sites ofthe plant world. This group 
is limited to 20 - any others get to look 
for birds. Therefore call and lea\'e 
y our name. 


June 21, Spring / Summer 
Wildflowers III 

We are back 1 ,ook at tliat it has changed 
again. This is a perfect example of how 
flowers coiiiinualK rotate through the 
seasons and \s hat w as old is new again 
You nun know the w ay but the \ lew has 
changed A good study of changing 
seasons. Meet at the Lion's Club Pool on 
Jerseyville Road about 2 Km west of 
Fiddler's Green Road. Ancaster Leader 
Dean Gugler 627-9779 

June 28, Shell Park - 
for the last time??? 

This property has a wade vaiiety of 
sightings to its name and we visit once 
again before the contractors take over. 
Wolfgang Lull and Tom Crooks w'ill lead 
us to the birds - because they know' 
where to find them. Leaders: Wolfgang 
Luft 681-2276/Tom Crooks 

July 5, Limeridge Rail Trail 

We will watch for prairie species dropped 
by the trains and other waldflowers. 
Reported sightings of many birds in this 
area. Park at the Sports Park Lot at 
Limeridge &. Kenilwxirth. Leave yourself 
time - ifthere is a ball game the lot could 
be busy. Leader: Frank Morley 575-0668 

July 12, Walk on the 
South Shore Trails 

Explore the ravine near the old RBG 
teaching gardens. Park at the Aviary' off 
of Marion St. Wander through the forested 
trails w'ith Hazel Broker and see the 
ferns and other woodland plants. Leader: 
Hazel Broker 627-0333 

July 19, Fireflies and More 

Meet behind the Rosedale Arena, near 
the ball diamonds and creek. Perhaps 
we will see some of the flying squirrels 
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locaieci liere. hul I can 1 promise. See 
v\ hal Don McLean has Ibr us lo obser\'e 
in ihe Valle>’ this e\ening Ne\er two 
hikes alike in this, ihe Reel Hill VallcN 
l.eader' Don McLean 

.liily 26, Hrquhart Butterfly Garden 

Come and see the ILing llovvers and 
obserx'e tJie beaulilnl garden I .earn about 
pliuils dial butlerllies like. The garden is 
lucked in behind Ben Veldhuis (cactus 
greenhouse). Also beside the onl>' jel 
fighler in town, and one of the most 
o\ erlooked siglils in Dundas - just watch 
l or the geese as they welcome you beside 
the canal. Park at the Air Force Club on 
King St. E in Dundas. Leader: .(oiuiiia 
Chapman 627-5370 (10 am til 6 pm) 


August 2, KBG Bei'ry Tract 

Ihe RBCi s Berry Tract phns an 
important role as an ecological link 
between the Niagara Escaipmenl and 
Cootes Paradise Meet on Patterson 
Road about 0 3 km east ol'Vallei Road 
iUid 1 Akm w est ofOld Guelph Road A 
I olooptiail lakes us through woods and 
meadows l,eader: Brian WMte d leather 
Wilson 52K-2725 

August 9, Beaver up the (Stoney) 
Greek 

Explore a litlleofthecieek that goes the 
city its name Meet in the l iesla Mall 
parking area between Fortino s and 
Queenslon Rd. Stoney Creek Leader 
Don McLean 66-1-87% 


August 16, Trees in 
Gage Park (6 pin) 

Let's go lor 6 00 pm now that the night- 
areshortei. Next to the ruse gaiden. take 
a hike tillougli die paik Draw dietiees 
admire die tiees ;uid listen as Lois L\ air 
talks ot trees, todai and gone by, and a 
few birds loo Cuiilact Lois regarding die 
trees ofthe park at the Bird StudN gioup 
befoie .August 16th Leadei LoisLiaiis 
contact Headiei Wilson 528-2725 

August 23, Sunflsh Pond Board 
Walk (6 pm) 

OlT of Valle)’ bin Rd - behind the High 
Lei el Bridge - Listen to the ncket) 
bridge and watch kingfishers and blue 
herons on the road before walking in 
behind on the boaidwalk to see w'ho is 
lading out there. Leader: Maryilyn Baxter 
525-9140 x27405 for info - she knows 
her wetlands and plants and fish. 

Notes for all walks: 

Leaders are VOLUNTEERS, giving of 
their time and expertise freely. Evei)'one 
is encouraged to participate and share 
their knowledge and enthusiasm. 

Bring along w'hat )'ou think you might 
need: e.g. w ater, field guides, binoculars, 
sweaters, Mosquito stuff and hats. 

SOME WALKS MAY BE A BIT OF 
A HIKE, please assess your ability' to 
participate. No piggy'backing allowed 
Check with the walk leader before leaving 
if you have concerns about the trail.. 

Check the Bird Hotline @ 648-9537 or 
the Club’s Website wwAv.hw'cn. org/link/ 
hamnature/for any updates or changes. 

Please call Field E\’ents Director. Heather 
Wilson at 528-2725 for information about 
any of these w alks .^ 


Advisory Issued on West Nile Virus 


The Canadian Cooperative Wildlife 
Health Centre is asking naturalists and 
otlier members of the public lo be alert lo 
unusual deaths of wild birds, particularly 
crow s, during spring and summer 2()()() 

Such deaths may indicate that West 
Nile Virus, first recognized in North 
America in 1999, is active in Canada. 
Tire 1999 New' York area outbreak 
caused disease in at least 60 people and 
resulted in 7 human deaths, including one 
Canadian from Toronto who had visited 
New' York. It likely killed at least 5000 
w'ild birds, mainly American crow s, but it 
also affected at least 17 other species of 
native W'ild (bluejay, fish crow', ring-billed 
gull, herring gull, yellow-billed cuckoo, 
rock dove, American robin, red-tailed 
hawk, broad-w'inged haw'k. Cooper's 
haw k. American kestrel, belled kingfisher) 
and captive (bald eagle, laughing gull, 
sandhill crane, black-crowned niglit hei on, 
mallard duck) birds, as w'ell as Chilean 
llamingos and unspecified pheasants and 


connorants. Twenty four horses were 
affected and at least 10 died or had to be 
killed humanely. 

West Nile Vims is an aibovims 
(arthropod-borne virus), transmitted by 
the biles of infected arthropods, mainly 
mosquitoes (at least 43 species w'orldwide) 
and, to a lesser extent, ticks. Direct 
transmission from animal-to-animaJ. or 
animal-to-human, does not occur naturally 
Dead birds should be submitted lo the 
nearest Canadian Cooperative Wildlife 
Health Centre(CCWHC) regional office. 
Their phone number is 1-800-567-2033 
This is an important part of tire early- 
W'aming system in place lo detect West 
Nile Vims activity' in Canada, ui order lo 
reduce the risk of human infection 

Tlie following Internet links proMded 
additional information on West Nile 
Virus:http:/Avxvw.cdc.gov/ncidod/'eid/ 
vol5no5/hubalek.htm#20;http // 
wwvv.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/arbor/ 
arboinfo.htm.^ 
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Response of aquatic plants and zooplankton to water quality and 
land-use in 60 wedands in the Great Lakes basin. 


lAical hcoloi^ical Rasiuirch 
hy Susan Doha 


hy Vanessa 1 .ouy;hecd, Barb Croshie 
and Pat ('how-Fmser, Depl. of 
Biology, McMasler (Inivers/ly. 

1b determine liow aqualic plant and 
zooplankton communities reflect welland 
qualit)', iuid ho^v these are inlluenced bs 
Uind-use. sixt) maishes throughout the 
C'luiadian side of the Great Lakes basin 
w ere Msited between 1 b‘)5 and 1 W-) and 
sampled for water quality parameters 
zooplankton communih' structure and 
aquatic plant species richness Some of 
tlie local w'etlands that were visited include 
Cootes Paradise. Bronte Greek. 
Gnndstone Creek, Humber River, .Joi dan 
Harbour and Martindale Pond 

Water and sediment quality in lliese 
wetlands were heavily dependent on land- 
use in the watersheds, with agricultural 
practices contributing substantialK to 
reduced water clarity and higher nutrient 
tutd algal levels, This was especially true 
in the lower Great l.akes region 

The number of species of submergent 
plants declined predictably with nutrient 
status (as indicated by total phosphorus, 
ammonia, nitrate, chtoroph>'ll-a. turbidit>') 
with 6t)% of the variation explained bv 
water turbidity alone. 

Certain species of macrophytes, 
including sago pondw'eed (Polamo^eton 
pectmatus) and exotics such as purple 
loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) and curly- 
leaved pondweed (Potamnyeton 
crispiisf appeared to be more tolerant of 
degraded conditions w hile others; such as 
pickereiweed (Poniederia conlaia) mci 
Richardson’s pondweed (Potumoyeton 
ncharsonii), were more common in less 


I'or the last issue of the I food 
I hick before the summer break, a new 
eoliimn is bemy inirodiieed I'his is an 
effori to improve the ('tub members' 
awareness of the seienlifie and 
eeoloyicaf research and mauayemeni 
thill IS heiiiy eonducted by universities 
and other ayencies iind oryiinizaiions 
and that miyhl be of interest to area 
naturalists Brief synopses of 
pariicukir projects are heiny solicited 
from local researchers to briny you 
this information. We hope you find it 
informative and interesiiny (If you 
have any particular areas of interesi. 
or a particular researcher, ihal you 
would like to see featured please 
contact me at sdokauvcyocahle net or 
‘W.S-.525-75I I) 


degraded ssstems. Many species had 
both distinct water qualitv preferences 
as \\ ell as latitudinal preferences (i e 
upper versus low er Great Lakes) 

Similarl>, preliminary anaKses 
indicate that certain species of zooplankton 
were Ibund exclusiv ely in less degraded 
wetlands \\'here there were dense beds 
of submersed aquatic vegetation while 
others were excluded from the more 
pristine systems Submeigent aquatic 
vegetation provides \ iiluable haluiat for 
substrate associated taxa such as some 
water fleas (macrothricid and clwdorid 
dadocenuis). 

According to these trends recorded 
for 61) wetlands in iheGieat Lakes basin. 


the submersed aquatic plant community 
that became established follow mg carp 
exclusion from t botes Par adise marsh is 
dominated Iw species tolerant of degraded 
conditions (eg. Potamoyeton fieclin^ 
atu.s) In addition, onh'isolated l egetated 
sections of the nuu sh (e.g. Mac Landing) 
can support zooplankton species indicative 
of less degraded conditions The zoo- 
pkuikton community in open w ater areas 
of the marsh remained relatively 
lurchanged follow uig carp exclusion. 

Our results indicate that the 
communities of submersed aquatic 
\ egetation and zooplankton in Great Lakes 
w etlands are hea\'ily dependent on water 
qualitv’. which in turn is heavily dependent 
on land-use in the watershed. Locally, 
these data hat e shown that only isolated 
regions of Cootes Paradise Marsh have 
responded immediately to the carp 
excltision. 

Dr. Pat Chow-Fraser is an 
associate professor in the Biology 
Department at McMaster University. 
Vanessa Louyheed is currently a PhD. 
candidate and Barb Crosbie has 
completed a yradiiate degree in Dr. 
Clum-Fraser's kib!^ 

Flying Squirrels 

The researcher who confimied the 
presence of Southern Flying Squirrels 
in Red Hill Valley is the guest speaker 
at a public meeting on Thursdaj', May 
25 at Elizabeth Bagshaw School, 350 
.Albright Road, starting at 7; 30 pm. Tliis 
slide presentation is sponsored b}' the 
HNC and Friends of Red Hill Valley, 
More info at 381 -0240 
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Busy Summer for the Plant Study Group 


hyjcun Sfol/anl 
llie i‘liinl Study Group is an inlbima], 
inleresling and uileractive way ofgetling 
in loucli w illi the natural w oiid and most 
specilicaJly w itli tJie \ ast number ofplants 
that inhabit it This year the group will he 
meeting monthly ox er the summer and 

Spring Migration 
Camping Trip 

As announced in last month s 
Wood Duck, we are going to use 
Rondeau Provincial Park this year for 
the nights of the 12th and I2ih (stay 
longer ifyou want). Rondeau oHers 
excellent birding and Carolinian pkuils. 

It also has great roads for bicv cles and 
roller-hlades. Families are w elcome 

We w'ill use the Mam 
('ampground in the vicinity ol'the south 
C'omrorl Station. Now' we can 
welcome motorhomes and trailers as 
well as tents. Electrical sites are 
available. Rondeau is alcohol free 
during May. 

Campsites must be resen ed using 
the Pro\ incial Registration System. b\ 
phone or E-Mail, or v ou can j ust show 
up It is easy to pre-register at 1-XXS- 
()6X-7275. Wlien you register, you 
can have up to six people and three 
tents on vour site Even with additional 
\ ehicle charges it is verv alTordable I 
am registered to site H 14. 

On Sundav' Max 14"' w e w ill be 
at CLEAR CREEK (w'hich is close- 
bv) to present a cheque to the NCC at 
the start of tlie afternoon Mother s 
Dav' Walk For help and information 
contact Frank Morley at 575-0068 


fall w hen plants are most abundiuit and 
op()ortunities to do some hands on w ork 
IS at Its best. 

1 he meetings will most often 
(depending on the weather) consist of 
some time spent working in the Scout 
Housegiuden after whicli we will discuss 
a plant of interest as well as iuw other 
issues that come up Come prepared to 
discuss the Phuit of the Month and feel 
Iree to talk about am other topics 
concerning jilanls that interest \ on 

In this group. Held trips are often 
spontaneous occurrences, so check out 
our web site for trips and upcoming 
events 

Meetings take place on the thinl 
I uesdav in (he month (unless otlierwise 
stated) at Scout Hoiuse. .475 .lamesst S 
I lamilion. For more mi'ormation please 
contact lean Slollaid(ht)5) 644-45^8 e- 
inaif ijsiollard«/iidirect com 

I'liesday, May 2J, 7:30 

Phuit swap ifv ou have phuitsv ou w ould 
like to share with otliers. please bring 
them to the meeting Plant of the Month 
(\isiilk‘i(i (Paiuibnishes) 

I'lie.sday, June 20, 7:30 

Plant of the Month; Pickerel weed 
I'onicJcnu (and other aquatic plants) 

Welcome to the Club! 

We would like to welcome the 
follow iug new members w ho leceutK 
joined the HNC 

Catherine Beattie 
Miuk Mc.Anallv 
Linda Miller 
.\ndy Vail Der Schee 


Tuesday, July IS, 7:30 

Plant of the Month Ferns - with Ha/el 
Broker A field trip to our sanctuaries w ill 
be arranged ui August tt) obtain specimei is 
for pressing and mounting for display 
purposes. 

Tuesday, .August 15, 7:30 

Plant ofthe Mouth Sundews and othei 
camiv orous plants 

Please consult tlie September Wood 
Duck for information on tlie September 
to Nov ember meetings ^ 

Pleasures of 
Peregrines 

Deal Hamilton Nature Sociefy 
members Thank you for the webcam. 

I am all the w av down here in Texas. 
We don't have many peregrines 1 
In e in a tlie middle of Fort Wortli. 
Texas and am an avid birder 
How ev er, 1 am also a full time biology 
student vvitli verv little free time. 1 
vv ake almost ev erv day at 5 30 am and 
take just a minute to watch the birds at 
mv feeders in tlie morning, then 1 get 
to start a very busv day. 

Li tlie last tw o weeks I have begun 
checking in on your webcam everv' 
niomuig and it keeps making me smile. 

I am amazed at these birds, their 
w ildness and all of the efforts your 
organization has put forth in their 
preservation I'hank vou. I look 
Ibnv ard to seeing the tiny falcons w hen 
thev are bom. 

You can watch the peregrines 
too at http:. M'ww.hwcn.org link 
hi inmatiire index, html. 
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Where has the Romance Gone? 


hyJini and.lean Stollard 

On April 1 Otli. John Camio spoke lo 
ihe C'lub about the Kndarigered Species 
Reco\ eP)' Program at Ihe Metro 'l oronlo 
Zoo. John has worked at the Toronto 
Zoo since 1973; first as tin animal keeper 
and since 1987. as Curator of Mammals 

Zoos were once a place to go to see 
the oddities of the animal world The 
animals were caged behind iron bai s and 
left to pace up and dov\n their cramped, 
barren enclosures. Changes have 
occurred in recent years as the focus has 
shifted from just recreation (for people), 
to conservation and education Until 
recently, most zoos were not interested in 
breeding programs but this attitude has 
also changed and now zoos throughout 
the world are active participants in breeding 
programs to help save endangered 
animals. 

The goals of species sundval plans 
are as follows: to protect endangered 
gene pools; potentially reintroduce species 
lo the wild; reinforce existing wild stock, 
It is vital to preserve 80-90 % of species 
genetic diversity over time. In order lo do 
this for 200 years, it is necessary to have 
an actual population of 415 breeding 
animals. 

The Toronto Zoo has 20 species 
sun'ival plans in operation. Among them 
are Przewalski's Horse, Orangutans, 
Indian Rhinos, Cheetahs, Tigers and the 
Black Fooled Ferret. 

The Black Footed Ferret is the only 
native North American ferret and was 
declared extirpated in Canada in 1975. It 
was thought to be extinct, but a small 
colony was found in a farmers field in 
Wyoming. When only 18 remained, a 


successfiil captive breeding program w as 
set up at the W> oming Game and Fish 
Department Hie Metro Zoo is the onl>' 
Canadian institution lo take pait in lire 
captn e breeding program although it is 
unlikely tliat the Black Footed Ferret w ill 
evei he reintroduced lo Canada. The 
reason is that the ferrets depend on Prairie 
Dogs Ibr survival and there is onl> one. 
ven small. Prairie Dog colom left in 
Canada and it is not large enough lo 
sustiun a I'erret population. 

Tliere is little romance in a captn e 
breeding program and absoluleh no 
privacy for the animals The breeding 
pens, complete with nest boxes, line the 
walls of the room. The female is pul into 
a small cage that restrauis her mot ements 
and subjected to vaginal flushes in order 
to exiract epithelial cells which w ill indicate 
when she is most receptive to the male, 
otherwise she will fight with him if he is 
put in with her. The male is also examined 
regularly lo determine when he is reads 
to mate They are put together and 
observed on monitors. When the female 
is ready to give birth she is put in the nest 
box, which is also monitored until she 
gives birth and demonstrates that she will 
not harm her offspring. The )’oung are 
bom in April, May and June and b)’ 
September the young are radio tagged 
and released into the wild Wyoming has 
a 20% sun'ival rate, with most of the 
young ferrets succumbing to floods and 
plague The plague, which is canied by 
rodent fleas, affects the Prairie Dogs and 
then the ferrets after they have eaten the 
Prairie Dogs. 

The Vancouver Island Marmot is 
found only in the sub-alpine meadows of 
Vancouver Island There are less then 


100 left in llie w oi Id and 25 ot lliese are in 
captn itN I he decline of this species is 
thought to be due to cleai cutting which 
create' sinks'' or aieas that are pseudo- 
alpine meadow s In the course of its life 
the Maimol migrates from one alpine 
meadow lo luiother but stops when it 
comes to one of tliese pseudo-alpine 
meadows .4s the \egetation glows up 
around the mar mots, predators moi e in 
luid the population of marmots declines. 
The Vancouver Island Marmot once 
found in abundance, has declined o\ er 
the past 20 > ears from 200 to probably 
less then 50, 

This marmot is a true hibemator for 
6-7 months of the year. It is a true 
herbivore who is at greatest risk of death 
during its first hibernation before it has 
grown large enough to sustain itself during 
the lengthy fast. Those in captivity are 
hibernated in coolers, where they are 
monitored closely for wei^t loss. If (hey 
become too thin, the hibernation is broken 
and the>' are fed The optimum hibernation 
temperature is 5-8 C. 

The plan for the Vancouver Island 
Marmot over the next five 5 'ears is to 
monitor the population; to begin captive 
breeding and establish a breeding facility 
on Vancouver Island; and to improve 
public awareness about this mammal. 
There is plenty of available habitat for 
this marmot, unlike some animals w'hose 
natural habitat has been destroyed. 

While it is regrettable that the animals 
participating in a program such as this 
lose the spontaneity and privacy found in 
tlie wild, perhaps it is a small price to pay 
for the continuation of its species.^ 
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Looking Up - All Summer Long 


by hdargaret Walton 

Tlie w arnier w eather is almost here, 
so It IS time to get out your reclining lawn 
chairs aiul binoculars, heail lor a dark 
site. la> back and explore the night sky 
The summer Milky Way is o\ erhead and 
always rm incredible sight. 11'you look 
towaj'ds the constellation Sagittarius, you 
are looking low'ards the centre of our 
gala.xN 

Tliere are many incredible objects 
^'islble through binoculars during the 
summer season. For a description ol'the 
types of objects, see a previous article 
describing them. Grab a star chart and 
look for these amazing sights In the 
constellation Cepheus is the ‘Garnet Star' 
ITiis IS the reddest of all the naked eye 
stars, lliere are many open star clusters 
visible with binoculars. These include 
M11 (the Wild Duck Cluster) in Scutum 
(one of the best); M29 and M39 in 
Cygnus; M25 and Ml 0 in Sagitarius and 
Mb, M7 and NGC6124 in Scorpius. 
Globular star clusters include Ml 3 (the 
Great Hercules Cluster, one of the best) 
and M92 in Hercules; M56 in Lyra; M54, 
M55. M22 and M28 in Sagittarius; MSO, 
M62 and M4 in Scorpius and M5 in 
Serpens 

ITiere are also many nebulae in reach 
of binoculars. The Trifid (M2()), the 
Lagoon (M8) and the Omega or Swan 
(M17) in Sagittarius; the Eagle (M16) in 
Serpens and the Dumbell (M27) in 
Vulpecula are all wonderful sights. Tlie 
North America Nebula in Cygnus is best 
\ lewed with the naked eye and resembles 
very closely an outline of the North 
American continent. 

There are two meteor showers of 


note during the summer fhe firsl is the 
Fla Aquarids peakuig on MaN’ 4 and then 
one ol (he bigger showers, the Perseids. 
on .Augiisl 12 

A great way to gel inlioduced to 
asli ononis. see lots of incredible objects 
aiul look through all tlie scopes s on can 
imagine is to attend a star pai Is These 
are held on dark nights at daik sks sites 
ihrougliout the summer and tuisone is 
sselcome to attend One of the hugest 
star parties in North America is held s eiy 
close to here, near Mt Forest. Staifest 
attracts about 800 astronomer and sisitois 
each s'ear and the dates for this year are 
August 24-27. 

There are talks and lectures during 
the day, and of course, observing at night 
Everyone is happy to show off their 
scopes and you can spend an entire 
evening or more just wandering from 
scope to scope. The web site for Starfest 
is http ://www.nyaa-starfest. com There 
are several other parties, some close b> 
or perhaps one close to your \ acation 
spot. Check out a list of star parties 
throughout North America at Sky and 
Telescope http./Avww .skypub com/ 
resources/calendar, shtml or Astronomy 
Magazine at http://ww'w2.astronomy .conV 
astro. 

Of course, as usual, the Hamilton 
Amateur Astronomers wall host view ing 
nights throughout the summer at their site 
at the Binbrook Conservation Area. 
Everyone is w'elcome to come out and 
see w hat it is all about. Participants are 
eager to show' visitors the sights in the 
night sky', so no need to bring scopes, just 
yourselves. Visit our web site at http /'' 
ww w .science mcmaster.ca/HAA/ 


index hlml for a list ol e\ eiils and i lew mg 
dates. CallMargoiei Wallon(62/ 7h)l), 
Rob Roy (b92-324,'S)oi BrelCuKei (^7^- 
9492) before Spin lo confirm wealhei 
and directions Monthly meetmgsoflhe 
group aie held al the I lamillon Spectalor 
building, 7 31 )pm Dales aie May 12 and 
June 9.^ 

Migratory Bird Day 

RBG is Joining hundreds of 
protected areas across the continent m 
celebrating International Migratory' Bii d 
Day on May 13 They are looking for 
\ olunteers to help organize, lead w'alks, 
and help out on the planned workshops. 
If you are interested, please call Brain 
Pomfi'et or Nancy'Lee-Colibaba (527- 
1158 Ext 248 or 247) 

There w'iU be guided walks available 
throughout RBG between 6:30 a m. 
and 10 p. m, on May 13 and an additional 
series of workshops on topics like 
Warbler ID, Birding by Ear, and Bird 
Monitoring. Sightings can be tracked 
over the day, and lists entered in a Bird 
Count Contest, with prizes aw'arded to 
the registered participant who sees the 
greatest number of different species 
on RBG property. 

Birders may also w'ish to conduct 
their Baillie Birdathon as part of the 
count. A portion of the funds raised 
will be designated to support Project 
Paradise. Hike leaders wiD be equipped 
with two-w'ay radios and so the location 
of rarities can be pinpointed as the day 
progresses to help expand everyone’s 
sightmgs list. A registration package 
w ill be provided to all participants who 
signup by April 28. 
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MARCH 2000 

by Lois Evans 

Some 68 regulars and visitors 
attended the Bird Study meeting on March 
20 Support for the upcoming Baillie 
Birdathon, eitlier as a participant or 
sponsor, was encouraged. Bob Currj' 
spoke about the forthcoming update of 
the Atlas of the Breeding Birds of 
Ontario and the need for volunteers to 
become involved in this task (see article 
on page 189) 

Sightings reports were somewhat 
sparse. The Great Cormorants are still to 
be seen at Port Credit and the female 
King Eider can be readily seen off the La 
Salle dock. A couple of Harlequins, as 
well as all three species of scoters, are 
still to be found off Gray’s Road. Eastern 
Bluebirds were reported from several 
locations; otherwise, there w'ere very few 
reports of passerine migrants. 

The major feature of the evening 
was a presentation by Sam Barone of 
Mississauga who shared with us two 
hundred of his superb slides of birds, all 
taken in southern Ontario, Some of his 
pictures have been used as magazine 
illustrations. Would-be imitators were 
somewhat put off by his acknowledging 
that a lens suitable for such images would 


be in theSU).()(H)nuige 

As a prelude to spring, the evening 
concluded with the showing of an 
excellent \ ideo pio\ ided by Don Wills 
about the identification ofwaibiers. ITie 
\ idao is available from Wild Birds Unlimited 
in Bui lington for about $60 tH).^ 



APRIL 2000 

by Rose Petersen 

Tlie last meeting for the season w as 
a cold and bluster)' day and there were 
several remarks about the inclement 
weather the past couple of weeks. 
However we stalled out with good cheer 
as Lois Evans had called for members to 
wear t-shirts decorated with North 
American birds and so we did. We had 
89 species represented Lois herself 
wore two shirts with a total of 26 birds! 
Three “good ticks” were Dave Don’s 
Ross’ Gull, Tom Crooks’ Henslow 
Sparrow and a Florida Scrub Jay. The 
laugh of the evening came when Bill 
Tindale stood up with his t-shirt of bird 
droppings, all neatly' labeled. 

The bird sightings showed that the 
birds are coming, but aren't here yet. 
Mike Street announced that any day 
now’ the lli^t of Red-shouldered Haw ks 
w ould be coming. He also reminded us 
that the Peregrine Falcons on the Sheraton 
in Hamilton were sitting on four eggs 


fhere is a \ ideo, updated e\ ery minute 
that IS a\ ailable either at The Foot Shoe 
Store in Jackson Square or on the Web 
Ma the HiUiiilton Natui alist Club's home 
page Don Willis mentioned that a Bluebird 
was silting on eggs and that is the 
earliest he has seen 

Our mam speaker for the e\enmg 
w as Brian RatclilT from Thunder Bay, 
Bnan has worked with birds for a long 
time including working with the Owl 
Foundation ;md the Canadian Wildlife 
SeiMce m Mtuiitoba For tlie past 5 
years he has been in Thunder Bay 
working with the Peregnne Falcons 
nesting on the awesome cliffs that 
surround Lake Superior. 

In 1966 there were no Peregiine 
nest sites east of the Mississippi Since 
then there has been a steady increase of 
these birds due to the efforts of volunteers 
and governments and private industries. 
Historically there were 44 nest sites m 
Ontario, At present there are 24 active 
nest sites, This has been achieved by 
prohibiting the use of DDT. by hacking 
thousands of chicks to various release 
sites, and by providing a higher profile so 
that the plight of these birds became well 
known via the media, making them more 
\isible. 

Peregrine Falcons naturally nest 30 
to 125 feet down a cliff face. They do 
not build a nest, they' make a scrape. 
Thiee or four eggs are hatched asyn¬ 
chronously (one at a time instead of all 
together). They are ready for flight at 40 
days old. From 1996 there has been an 
increased effort to band and monitor the 
birds so that they know where they are 
coming from and going to and to see if 
they are from the hacked birds during the 
1976-1996 period. 
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One oflhe veiy successful venlures 
limt Biian is in\'ol\'e(.l with is Ihe ■ adopt a 
cliir program Volmiteers sign up for a 
particular site, and they monitor the clilT' 
waiting to see if and when a Peregrine 
Falcon arri\ es raid tlirough its nesting 
penod This lias pro\ en a great help to 
the progr am, and I imagine fun for the 
pai ticipiuits. Tlie l,ake Superior area is 
gorgeous, w ith blue water verdant hills 
laid 400 fool vertical clifls 

.Another group of volunteers are the 
climbers, a local climbing club as well as 
l.akehead Unii ersiiy pro\ ide people to 
acluallv go on top of the clilTiaid climb 
down to the nest Most of us in the room 
gasped w ilh amazement at the slides o( 
men laid w omen going up and dow n the 
face of the clilT. Our speaker, himself, 
said that it was all too much for him and 
he had to sta>' at the top to do the banding 
I'his means lliat the climbers had to load 
the chicks in a specially made carr>' hag 
luid bring tliem up to him to band and tlien 
return tliem to their cliff edge. This all 
can be done in about an hour, Verv 
elTicienl. And tlie climbers love e\ eiy 
minute of it. 

nie>' also collect pre>' data. What 
the birds are eating. The most common 
bv three times over is Rock Doves. 
Followed by Ring-billed Gulls, Evening 
Grosbeaks, and Cedar Waxw'ings, The 
largest prey remains they collected was 
from a Herring Gull (1400 -1600 grams 
\s. 1100 grams for a female falcon). 
HieN even collected a foot of a Surf 
Scoter, another large bird. 

Brian Ratcliff also is involved in 
education and public relations to make 
people aware of the w'ork being done and 
the ever present need of monitoring. He 
made it ver>' clear that the success has 


been due to the numerous voliuiteers and 
services provided (for instance thev 
receive one dav's use of a private 
indusln s helicopter that is invaluable to 
them) At this point the bird is close to 
being moved from Endangered to 
rhreatened status 

Don Wills closed the evening bv 
show ing us tlie rest of a purchased v ideo 
on warblers It showed the contrast 
between tall luul breeding plumage No 
wonder I don't do tall warblers There 


was a quick run througli ol each wood 
vv aibler singing a short buist of his song 
4'his is ver>’ helpful as Mav appioaches. 

Lois thanked even one for their 
paiticipation and as prev lously iumoiuiced. 
she will not be leading the bird sliidv 
group for a loui ill V ear. She said three 
years was enjov able but now it is time to 
move on to other v entures We hav e ail 
benelitled by Lois' leadership, thank v'ou 
V eiy much. And hopefullv' someone w ill 
decide to lake ov er in the fall.^ 


Hamilton Study Area Life List Totals 


hy Roh I ^ohns 

1 his IS an update to the list of HNC 
members' Hamilton Studv Area (USA) 
bud life list totals (current up to December 
51.1 W)). 'lliis sumniars vv as last | ii inted 
at the end of 1996 (see H'oihI I hick 
50(9) 189) A number of new people 
submitted their totals since then, how ev ei 
a few people did not submit updated 
totals (marked by an *), and then totals 
from 1996 are included. Onlv species 
included on tlie official Hamilton bird 
checklist are included in tliese totals, in 
order for the numbers to be compai able 
For reference, the updated HSA bird 
checklist at the end of 1999 included 376 
species. The threshold for reporting is 
225 species 


M of specie s 


George North 

M) 

Bob Curry 

337 

John Olmsted 

337 

Bob Westmore 

324 

Kevui McLaughlin 

323 

Jim Dow all * 

521 

Rob Dobos 

31(> 

Alan Wormington 

316 


BillLamond 314 

BnanWvlie 310 

George Mevers * 308 

Jolm Miles * 308 

Den>'s Gardiner * 305 

Barb Charlton 305 

George Naylor .300 

JohnKeenle>side 2‘'kl 

Lois Evans 286 

Mike Street 284 

Dennis Lewington 278 

Gw en Lewington 278 

Stuart Mackenzie * 258 

Matt Mills 255 

Robert Daw son 251 


Of note, George North’s list was 
compiled posthumously b>'Cun>'. George 
Nav lor indicated that he recorded number 
300 for the HSA when he finally saw the 
Western Tanager at Bronte on December 
31. 1999. Way to go, George! 

It is hoped that this list will be updated 
everv' other year, but do not hesitate to 
send me your list totals at the end of each 
V ear if j ou wish to be included.^ 


paiH; I9S 



A'lay 20U0 


i he II ouil 


MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, Ma}> H H pm. 
Socializing fi'am 7; 15 pm on 

Location: RBGCentre 

680 Plains Rtl West 
Bmlingtnn 

Tracking the Sasqnatch: 
Does the Trail Lead to 
Southern Ontario? 

Dr, JohnBindemagle 

At inir May membership meeting, Dr. John 
Bindemagle will illustrate why he is ct )n vinced 
that most sasqualch reports are those of a real 
North Ameri-can mammal, rather than of 
misidcntified bears or humans in a tlir suit He 
will also address the issue of sasquatch tracks 
witli aid of some plaster casts of tracks and 
photographs, and using sasquatch location 
repoits will show why this subject may be of 
greater importance to Ontario naturalists than 
many of us realize. 


Plant Study Group 

Tuesday, May 23 - 7:30 pm 

Scout House, 375 James St. ,S'. Hamilton 
The Plant Study Group is an informal, 
interesting and interactive way of getting in 
touch with the natural world. Thegi oup meets 
from March to November. Please check the 
Wood Duck onpage 196 tor a complete listing 
of the summer program of the Plant Study 
Group. 

Organizer: ,/ean Stollard 634-353H 


Please note that the next Wood Duck 
deadline Is August 15 


Bird Study Group 

Ho meeting in .\la\ 

-Meetings re.siime third Mom lay in ,Sept. 

I jicatioii: Centre for Inland Waters 

8671 .akeshore Rd 
Burlington 

this rs an informal meeting featuring a discus¬ 
sion ol recent bird sightings, an idcntilicalion 
session and a workshop, film oi sei of slides 
about some aspect of hirding. If von are a 
beginning buder, come out to learn more 
about birds. If you ai e an expenenced butier 
come out to share your knowledge and 
enthusiasm 

('ontaetthe Bird Hotline (648-95.17) for more 
infonnation or visit the HNC website. 


Special Inserts 

In your envelope with this issue 
of the Wood Duck you have likely 
found two pleasant surprises. 

One is a free copy of the newly 
updated Checklist of the Birds of the 
Hamilton Area. Our thanks to Rob 
Dobos for pulling together the records 
to complete this project. 

The second insert was pro\ ided 
to the Club by Save the Oak Ridges 
Moraine (STORM) and Ihe Federation 
of Ontario Naturalists. Your letters 
will assist them in protecting one of 
Ontario's most important areas. 

Unfortunately, weight restrictions 
in our mailing have meant that v\e 
have had to reduce the size of this 
issue of the Wood Duck. Volunteer 
comer. Noteworthy Bird Records and 
the list of donors to the Club for 1999- 
2000 will be in the next issue 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

March I to May 15 

NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH 

fhe Hawkuatch lakes place al Beaiiiei 
Memorial Coiisei x alion Area on Ridge Road 
on Ihe liscaipmeiit above Grimsby 
little west of Mountain Road) 11 you need 
help ivilh identification, seek out 1 INC 
members. A south w ind produces the best 
days Contact Mike Street at 648-.1737 

Thursday,April 27 

SEWAGE AND WATER QUAUrV / 

Western Lake Ontario Environmental 
Coalition presents a free public forum with 
Dr Murray Charlton of Environment C anada, 

Greg Hoath of the union representing workers 
at the Woodward Avenue sewage treatment 
plant, and other speakers. Location is 
Woodward Avenue Public School (comer 
of Woodward and Brampton) at 7:30 pm. 

Sunday, April 30 
MARCY WOODS 

See details on page 188 of this issue. 

Saturday, May 6 
NATURAL AREAS CLEANUP 

Meet at 8:45 am in the parking lot just north 
of Albion Falls for a morning of helping 
remove litter from our natural areas. Call 
John Struger at 547 -5116 for more info. 

Sunday, May 7 
SPRING IN SHORT HILLS 

Mix wildllowers with trail maintenance in 
our sanctuary. Bnng a lunch and meet at 9 
a.m. at Battlefield Square on Queenston 
Road, Frank Morley at 575-0668 for info 

Sunday, May 12-14 
SPRING CAMPING TRIP 

See details on page 196 of this issue. 

Saturday, July 1 
SUMMER BUTTERFLIES 

Join Bill Lamond at the RBG's Rock Chapel 
property and leam more about butterflies 
from one of the experts. Contact Bill at (519) 
756-9546 formore info. 


page 199 




HN(" Board of Directors 


1999-2000 

Executive 


President: 

Chnsiiiic Bishoii 

648-8(i(i5 

Viee-President: 

tilcniiBaneU 

525-2142 

Seeretary: 

Maigarcl McEadyeii 

(.27-10.34 

Treasurer: 

Bcllv Bla.sliill 

(/4-87')() 

Direclors 

Coiiscrvatkiii/Edueation: 

Sheila O'Neal 

389-7598 

FON Rep: 

1 Jon Mel'iidyen 

(.27-1034 

Field Events: 

Heatlier Wilson 

528-2725 

Membership: 

Jocelyn Neysmitli 

54t)-1094 

Past President: 

Pierre Arnold 

648-2519 

Program: 

Tom Crcxiks 

634-1178 

Publicity: 

Ken Hall 

627-1.320 

Sanctuary: 

Hank Morley 

575-0668 

Social: 

Ah' Senior 

5274)9(.)5 

WoodDuckEdItor: 

Don McLean 

664-8796 


Co-ordinators and 
Representatives 
Jr. Nats Cn-ordinator: 

•lolin Hannali 62R-5:?29 

Plant Study Group Leader: 

Jean Stollard 634-35.18 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Noito Ralston 383-1397 

Volunteer Coordinator: 

Christine Bishop 648-8665 

Bird Study Group Leader; 
l.ois Evans 

Birding Hotline: 648-9537 





Mcndici ship Fees 1999-20(10 


l.ilc Mcmbcisliip 

'|;3.^o,oo 

Single Menibciship 

2-..00 

Senu.r/Stiulenl Single Meinbcislup 

20.00 

.Sciiioi/Sludeiil Joinl Mciiibeiship 

2.51X1 

I'iiniily Mcnihershiii 

3000 

Jiiiiioi Naluralisl.s - lii.sl child 

40lX) 

.liiiiioi Natiirali.sls - additional childien 

25(X) 

1 loiiiiiai'v 1 lie McinbLi 

None 

/Vcii.vi' irm/i hi 1 he \li’iuhershiji I hrediir, ILviiilion 

\iiuinilisis‘ ('liih 

l' () /6>v S'ttR'.J, Iliiiiiillnn. ihitiirin LSS 

-IR.1 


I INC Publications 


llumilton-U’emworih Sniiiriil hv.j.s Inivnioiv 
(J voltimes) 

S6I) Ul) 

Reptiles and Ampliihuiiis of the Ihnnilinn Area 

20.00 

Checklist of the tiinis oj Ihimilion-W entworth 

1.00 

Date Ituide to Birds a/!!iViidhinADnt'imrih 

1.00 

Citizens' Guide to the Proieciinn of 
the Natural Areas of llamillonAl'ennmrth 

Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the 

Green Spaces ofHamiltonAVentu’orth 

Free 
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